


1. Welcome/Introduction
2. NRCS – EQIP Program Overview – Erwin Duenas and 

Dave Krietemeyer– NRCS
3. NRCS – On Farm Recharge Pilot Program Update
4. Additional Project Considerations

• Meter Considerations and Recommendations
• OFR Preliminary Evaluation
• Flexible Irrigation Practices
• Inclusion of Soil Moisture Sensors

5. Questions
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EQIP - WaterSMART Initiative 

• Collaboration between USBR and USDA 
• System-level projects funded by USBR
• Farm-level projects funded by USDA through 

EQIP initiative
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EQIP - WaterSMART Initiative 
Purpose: to assist producers and 
landowners in implementing voluntary 
conservation that is complementary to the 
water conservation assistance provided 
through the Bureau of Reclamation’s Sustain 
and Manage America’s Resources for 
Tomorrow (WaterSMART) program.
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EQIP 
WaterSMART
Initiative 

Priorities are:
• Improving irrigation water use efficiency
• Preventing groundwater depletion
• Preventing surface water depletion
• Optimal use of naturally available 

moisture and prevention of drought stress
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EQIP -
WaterSMART 
Initiative 

10 ongoing projects, 1 new

• Fresno, Kern, Kings, 
Riverside, Tulare Counties

Practices: 

• Efficient irrigation systems

• Irrigation management

• Nutrient management

• Cover crops
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Fresno ID Projects
• Canal Flow Meters
• Gould Canal to 

Friant-Kern Canal 
Intertie

• Groundwater 
Recharge Basin

• Pipeline 
Replacement 
Projects
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Fresno EQIP-WaterSMART
Practices include:
• Irrigation Water 

Management
• Micro-irrigation
• Pipelines
• Variable Frequency Drive 

(VFD) 
• Flow meters
• Soil Moisture Sensors



USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Groundwater 
Recharge Pilot 
program

• Goal: Field test 
recharge practices

• Limited area
• Extra requirements on 

pilot projects
• Monitoring well
• Assured water source
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Recharge plans can include supporting 
practices like:

Basin or Trench
• Structures for Water 

Control
• Inlets, outlets
• Flow meters

• Pre-treatment of 
water
• Sediment basin
• Coagulants (PAM)

On-Farm Recharge
• Water conveyance

• Pipeline
• Field ditch
• Pump

• Water control
• Diversion/Dike
• Land shaping

These are conservation practices that can be paid for as part of an EQIP contract!



USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Financial assistance 
Costs reimbursed AFTER contract is signed and design criteria are met  

Recharge trench or basin (815): one-time payment after construction
Trench: $4.21 per cubic yard excavated 
Basin: $4,186.79 per AF storage capacity <10 ac ft 5 ac ft basin = $20,933.95
Basin: $4,474.70 per AF storage capacity >=10 ac ft 20 ac ft basin = $89,494

On farm recharge (817): annual payment each year field is inundated with water*
$121.33 per acre, 1 ac-ft per ac. minimum 20 acres = $2,426.60
$200.14 per acre, 2.5 ac-ft per ac. minimum 20 acres = $4,002.80

*If weather conditions prevent inundation, this practice can’t be performed or reimbursed 
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Deadlines and Timelines
Application 
DUE (Form 
1200)
January 15, 
2026

NRCS ranks 
the plans 
 Spring 2026

Now- Spring 2026
Applicant works with 
NRCS to develop plan

Fall and Winter 
‘25-’26
Application 
period OPEN

Late 
Spring 
2026
Projects 
selected for 
funding

Projects start 
after contracts 
are signed
Summer-Fall 
2026
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How to apply • Application form CPA-1200

• Conservation Plan- System 
quote and design

• AGI form 941 (Adjusted Gross 
Income)

• SF-1199 (Direct deposit)

• AD-1026 (HEL or wetland 
determination)  

• Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
Farm Records

• CCC-902I or 902-E 
(Operating plan) 
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How to apply
USDA-NRCS Service 
Center, Fresno

Erwin Dueñas, District 
Conservationist
Erwin.Duenas@usda.gov
559-490-8039 4625 West Jennifer Ave, 

Suite 125

mailto:Erwin.Duenas@usda.gov
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• Meter Considerations and 
Recommendations

• OFR Preliminary Evaluation
• Flexible Irrigation Practices
• Inclusion of Soil Moisture 

Sensors 



FID does not currently have a 
meter requirement for 
groundwater extraction wells.
FID recommends that you include a 
meter on your groundwater 
extraction wells and keep track of 
total extractions.
If you are submitting an application 
for EQIP grant, include a meter as 
part of the project.
Adhere to Meter Requirements to 
help ensure future compatibility 
with metering program.



Thinking About On-Farm Recharge?
Contact FID’s Watermaster:  David 
Burrow

dburrow@fresnoirrigation.com
559-233-7161 

Location Matters

FID to submit proof of pre-screening 
to NRCS prior to submittal of 
application by landowner.

mailto:dburrow@fresnoirrigation.com






Producers Not Selected for 
Funding in 2025:

Contact Farm Services Agency
Express continued interest.
Understand why you weren’t selected 
last year.
Receive assistance with providing the 
needed documents.

https://www.fresnoirrigation.com/grants

https://www.fresnoirrigation.com/grants
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