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EQIP - WaterSMART Initiative

• Collaboration between USBR and USDA
• System-level projects funded by USBR
• Farm-level projects funded by USDA through

EQIP initiative
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EQIP - WaterSMART Initiative
Purpose: to assist producers and
landowners in implementing voluntary
conservation that is complementary to the
water conservation assistance provided
through the Bureau of Reclamation’s Sustain
and Manage America’s Resources for
Tomorrow (WaterSMART) program.



USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

EQIP
WaterSMART
Initiative

Priorities are:
• Improving irrigation water use efficiency
• Preventing groundwater depletion
• Preventing surface water depletion
• Optimal use of naturally available

moisture and prevention of drought stress
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EQIP -
WaterSMART
Initiative

11 ongoing projects
• $10.45 Million
• Fresno, Kern, Kings,

Riverside, Tulare Counties
Practices:
• Efficient irrigation systems
• Irrigation management
• Nutrient management
• Cover crops
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Fresno ID
Projects

• Canal Flow Meters
• Gould Canal to

Friant-Kern Canal
Intertie

• Groundwater
Recharge Basin
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EQIP
WaterSMART
Initiative
New FY 24
Fresno Irrigation District
• One of three awarded
• $1.3 Million
Priorities:
• Irrigation water use

efficiency
• Surface water

depletion
• Groundwater

depletion
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Fresno EQIP-WaterSMART
Practices include:
• Irrigation Water

Management
• Micro-irrigation
• Pipelines
• Groundwater Recharge
• Variable Frequency Drive

(VFD)
• Flow meters
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Deadlines and Timelines
Application
DUE (Form
1200)
February 16,
2024

NRCS ranks
the plans
Mid-Late May

February – mid-May
Applicant works with
NRCS to develop plan

Winter ‘23-’24
Application
period OPEN

After June
21, 2024
Highest
scoring
projects
announced

Projects start
after
contracts are
signed
Oct 2024
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How to apply • Application form CPA-1200

• Conservation Plan- System
quote and design

• AGI form 941 (Adjusted Gross
Income)

• SF-1199 (Direct deposit)

• LTP-5 (Irrigation History & type)

• AD-1026 (HEL or wetland
determination)

• CCC-902I or 902-E (Operating
plan, entity or individual)
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How to apply
USDA-NRCS Service
Center, Fresno

Erwin Dueñas, District
Conservationist
Erwin.Duenas@usda.gov
559-490-8039 4625 West Jennifer Ave,

Suite 125

mailto:Erwin.Duenas@usda.gov
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Fresno NRCS Team
Helping People Help the Land
(and Water!)








